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THE KEELUNG AFFAIR. 


THE GERMAN STEAMER “WELLE” AND THE 
The. Shes Courier gives the follow vin ‘ 
rti rea on am ings w 

Pccarted: hebwelin ; Ee of the Frees 

cruiser Villars andthe master of the German 

steamer Welle, prior to the bombardment of the © 
forts at Keelu 


the 25th July, 
from the 


-and munitions of war | 
for the fortifications 


arrived at K ha 
Soon after | 
Commander of the 
on board and asked 
news. The 

the news he had, 


called at Tamsui. 


upon the of the Welle, and de- 
livered to him the ng letter :— : 


To CaPrain oF GERMAN SHIP “ WELLE,” 
Keelung, 2nd August, 1884. 


. 


: 


peers 


M. le Captain,—I have the honour to inform | but that the same would constitute a lawful 


you that the convention entered into between 
France and China, until the hee tei of the 
time fixed by the ultimatum shall have ~~ 
rests principally on the maintenance of the 
Staiu guo,that is to say, that every thing remains 
as it is. : | 
Your cargo consists of objects that are above 
all things considered as contraband of war, tor- 
pedoes and firearms destined for the forts of 
Keelung. At the moment I beg of you not to 
disembark them till a solution now expected, 
and not very far off, has been arrived at; in any 
other case I shall find myself compelled to abso- 
lutely oppose the debarcation. . ™ 
I have no doubt but that you will not volun- | 
‘tarily undertake the responsibility of disturbing 
‘the peact existing at the moment ; and that this 
affair may be arranged amicably between us: is 
niy most earnest desire. 
_ “Iam about to advise the General commanding 
the Chinese that it is by my act that you 


. The Welle left Shanghai on . 
wih ie 


of Formosa, and on Saturday, the 2nd inst., she | afd the 
. Artsy to tee against the enforce- 
\ your the Seudatins codecs I hold myself at 


ee 
- 


You are, of course, conversant with the duties 
of neutrals whose commerce is absolutely free as 


except in cases where con- 


| belligeren 
| eabeaa. aioe te oink Gaiek ie oser one 


It appears, therefore, to me desirable for us to 
airive at a friendly u g in case the 
Chinese og he are deca 
to disembark, in spite of you, t ns and muni- 
tions which you brewaht to hte. You are 
covered by your flag, and the actual existence of 
war with Genbates could alone authorise or 
warrant such compulsory delivery. | 

You can, therefore, invoke the Law of Nations 
conventions entered into by the Euroy >: n 


to maintain by force, if necessary, 
en ts of command ; at your first requisition 
will come to your assistance. 

Perhaps it might be preferable, in order to 
calm the excitement existing at the moment, that 
you should put to sea, but in any case | would 
willingly take = under a formal recei 
‘made out to your r, of all your apparatus for 

without which the Chinese could 


}. not proceed to disembark their munitions. | 


1 would also point out to you that if war was 
flag would not cover your cargo, 


ze. ie 
I have placed before you all” the eventualities 
that can occur, animated as 1am by the most 


. conciliatory intentions ; and if it should happen, 
| which I can scarcely believe, that you are unable 


_ to maintain your position as master of the vesse 
come on board the Vi//ars with all your staff an 
such material as your choose to bring, and you 
will find a most sympathetic reception, while as 
to your vessel 1 will take such steps as will 
prevent its remaining long in the hands of the 

' Chinese. ; est 

(Signed) _ Captain de Vaisseau, 
Commanding the Vz//ars, 
VIVIELLE. 3 

| The two letters given above were written in 
French, and we have translated them for the 
benefit of our readers. 

There were further otiations between the 
Commander of the Villars and the Chinese 
_ Mandarins, and it was understood that the latter 


find unable to execute your contract. 
‘Accept M. le Captain the assurances of my 
(Signed) Captain de Vaisseau, 
Commanding the Villars. 
_-VIVIELLE. 


« 
< 


ge a 

as will be seen from the following-letter from 
THE COMMANDANT OF THE “ VILLARS ” TO THE 
CAPTAIN OF THE GERMAN VESSEL “. WELLE.” 
M. le Captain,—I have the honour to inform 
you that in spite of the resolutions mutually 
entered u the Chinese Mandarins and 

: conference held yesterday at 

the M n Sou h 


_the Welle by the Chinese, and he 


sent to Tamsui for advice, and the answer was 
that the /Vel/e was to go to that port to dis- 
charge her guns and munitions of war. This 
decision was communicated to the Captain of 
accordingly 

‘was thus 


to Tamsui. A 


we 

he even went so far as into writin ng 
| arrangement come that the We 
‘was to steam out bey harbour limits 

and there await the orders of the 

ofthe Vitars, who was scrupulously polite in 

his dealings with the Ca of the MKed/e, 

and calm but determined in his negotiations 
(with the Chinese Mandarins. He told the 


Captain of the Weile that he did not 


z 
& 
S 


have the ledst trouble with the German autho- | 


rities, and was most courteous to him, se pyr 


‘ironclad La Gasisonniere, Rear Admiral Lespes, 
ad the gun-vessel Lusin arsived at Keelung the 
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a PRECIS eos et a 
OF 
THE SUN BUE FISHERY CASE. 
I Past and Present Ownership. 
The Fishery is show in the map sent herewith. It came into 
possession of the Sio_. family through a marriage alliance 
with a powerful mem| of the Han Lin College about four hundred 


, during the times of the Ming Dynasty. During all this 
period it has been red and has paid taxes at the Chow Yang 
sag In gl wre ge that sca eo Taiping rebellion, the 

ery greatly deprec in value, being overrun by poachers 
and ee from both sides of the ey, and became almost 
worthless. 


of their Fishery. In the 5th year, 7th moon of Tong Chi 
they sold it toa Chow Yang ST (% man ye Ase Be Kw 
Hwan % #% who thus became the second owner and began 
paying taxes in turn that same year as appe from receipts now 
in my ion. Subsequently, Be t Hwan applied for a 
deed-end to be attached to his white eck This was duly stam- 
_ ped and given. It is dated the 11th year 10th moon, of Tong 
Chi, and bears the Seals of the District M istrate and the Provin- 
cial Treasurer. This deed which froms what is now techncially 
known as the “‘previous-hand” deed is now my property and in my 
possession. 
_, In the 12th moon of the 11th year of Tong Chi about 1872, more 
than ten years ago, Be Kui Hwan — pressed for money, and 
having for some time been seeking a purchaser, sold his fishery to 
“Ashmore” who thus became the thi oan in four-hundred years. 
Ashmore was not content to accept simply a “white deed” even 
though accompanied by the “previous-hand” deed above mentioned, 
but insisted further u — having a new “red -deed” in his own name, 
he paying however the necessary fees to the Magistrate. Accor- 
dingl w deed was applied for and was issued to him by Hwan 
Tas ( ate RX This same Magistrate a few months later issued 
eionag ees intruders not to ‘weapams on “Ashmore’s 
ening ‘this purchase I (Ashmore) took pains to have. the 
ral , open, and explicit. I gaye my own foreign name 


refused to listen for a moment to the suggestion of the old owner, 
to do as he had done, and as Chinese always do, by naming in the 
deed a Pens price ‘than the real one in order to save sixty or seventy 
; $in stam » dues. Accordingly, I paid the large stamp fee 
ninety-six dollars. Since than: time, during the entire ten years, 
hi pa . d annually ‘a tax of a dollars, seek the commuted 
| tw “4 ty-eight chieh of rice. 


| aes 


Tn gr oI of this, the Svo family became anxious to dispose 


wre, Soccose hah eed the list of Chinese surnames. I 
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I Past and Present Ownership. 


possession of the Svo family through a marriage alliance 
with a powerful membet of the Han Lin College about four hundred 
years ago, during the times of the Ming Dynasty. During all this 
ame it has been registered and has paid taxes at the Chow Yang 

amen, Inthe disorder that followed the Taiping rebellion, the 
fishery greatly depreciated in value, being overrun by poachers 
and marauders from both sides of the Bay, and became almost 
worthless. eas 

In consequence of this, the Sio family became anxious to dispose 
of their Fishery. In the 5th year, 7th moon of Tong Chi 
they sold it toa Chow Yang man named Be Kui 
Hwan % %* $ who thus became the second owner and began 
paying taxes in turn that same year as appears from receipts now 
in my possession. Subsequently, Be Aus Hwan applied for a 
deed-end to be attached to his white deed. This was duly stam- 
ped and given. It is dated the 11th year 10th moon, of Tong 

Chi, and bears the Seals of the District Magistrate and the Provin- 
clal Treasurer. This deed which froms what is now techncially 
known as the “‘previous-hand” deed is now my property and in my 

ion. 

In the 12th moon of the 11th year of Tong Chi about 1872, more 
than ten years ago, Be Kui Hwan being pressed for money, and 
having for some time been seeking a purchaser, sold his fishery to 
“Ashmore” who thus became the third owner in four-hundred years. 
Ashmore was not content to accept ha” a “white deed” even 

a 


The Fishery So i in the map sent herewith. It came into 


though accompanied by the ‘‘previous-hand” deed above mentioned, 
but insisted further upon having a new “red .deed” in his own name, 
he paying however the necessary fees to the Magistrate. Accor- 
dingly a new deed was applied for and was issued to him by fHwan 
Toa Ta This same Magistrate a few months later issued 
a Proclamation warning intruders not to trespass on ‘“Ashmore’s 
fishery domain.” 

In making this purchase I (Ashmore) took pains to have the 
transaction fair, open, and explicit. I gave my own foreign name 
known to be such, as it is not in the list of Chinese surnames. [ 
refused to listen for a moment to the suggestion of the old owner, 
to do as he had done, and as Chinese always do, by naming in the 
deed a less price than the real one in order to save sixty or seventy 

dollars in stamp dues. Accordingly, I paid the large stamp fee 
of ninety-six dollars. Since than time, during the entire ten years, 


value of twenty-eight chieh of rice. 
At first the rental received was but little, and the collection of 


& rd Ce, Cet té. /, 


I have paid annually a tax of fifty-six dollars, being the commuted | 


‘ 
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that was uncertain. But after order was restored by General Pang 
the value of the place advanced. The present rental is four-hundred 
dollars. I have been offered five-hundred dollars on the expiration 
of the present lease made four years and which has about a year yet 
to run. 


II Evidences submitted by me 
to establish the above Statements are :— 


1. The Records of the Chow Yang yamen for several generations 
back as examined and reported by the present Chow Yang Magis- 
trate. | 

2. Old Receipts showing that the Sio fomily were still paying 
taxes in the days of the Emperor ZJau Kwang. 

3. A printed official Chinese map of the bay, showing the exact 
location of the fishery, and certain islets well known which form its 
boundaries beyond possibility of mistake. 

4. Aduly stamped deed of the Sto family to the Be family. Mem- 
bers of the Sio family whom I sent for before consummating the 

urchase, came to me and declared that the property had been sold 
by them in due form to the Be family, and that the deed held by 
the Be family was correct. | 

5. Recipts showing that the Be family had duly paid taxes in 


their turn. 


6. A duly stamped deed issued to Ashmore by the Chow Yang 


Magistrate, Hwan Tai Ja, in the 11th year, 12th moon, and 13th 
day of Jong Chi. This deed made by the Be family to Ashmore 
bears on the deed-end the Seal of the Chow Yang Magistrate, and 
the broad Seal of the Provincial Treasurer of the Canton Province. 
This deed is recorded on page of the Miscellaneous 
Record Book of the United States Consulate at Swatow. Its 
validity is fully recognized by the present as it has been by previous 
Chow Yang Magistrates. This deed and the “previous-hand” deed 
mentioned above are the-only Deeds in existence for that property. 

7. A Proclamation issued . the Chow Yang Magistrate in the 
5th moon of the 12th year of Zong Chi, warning marauders against 
trespass. This paper bears the Magistrate’s own Seal, and was 
issued at my request on a complaint entered through U. 8S. Consul 
Wingate. 

8. Receipts showing that during the past ten years, “Ashmore” 
has been paying to the Chow Yang Magistrate, annually, the requi- 


red tax of fifty-six dollars. 
9. And, what is of great importance, a Report fully and explicit 
made after searching examination by the Yang Magistrate, 


and addressd to his superior the Prefect. In this Report the Magis- 
trate declares explicitly the fact of my ownership, the regularity of 
my Title, and the legality of my right, and, further, that during 
the ten years of my possession I had duly paid my annual tax. 
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III. Trespass and 
Outrage on Ashmore’s Fishery. 


This took place about two years ago, at the end of the year 1881 
and the beginning of 1882. Prior to that time there had been stan- 
ding below Swatow several rows of fishing stakes which were found 
to interfere with inward and outward bound vessels. On complaint 
to the Foreign Consuls their removal was ordered. It so happened 
that these stakes belonged to the people of Toa TieA2#4fa vill 
lying on the north side of the bay inside of Swatow and in the 
jurisdiction of Cheng Hai RK 3 In consequence of this removal 
these persons made an outcry and demanded that other places should 
be assigned to them. In order to pacify them the Cheng Hai pre- 
ye ermits authorizing the holders thereof to fish at “Channel 

orth, Channel South, Bi An T6i.” These designations were furni- 
shed to the Magistrate by the applicants themselves, as the former 
is a stranger in this region, and lf knows nothing about loca- 
lities. ey (the designations) are vague and indefinite, “Channel 
North” and “Channel South” can be found anywhere in the bay and 
all the way out tosea. As for Bi-An-Tdi no such place exists on 
any map I have been able to find. | | 

aving pre his Permits the Cheng Hai reassembled the 
parties at his Yamen and distributed them among them by raffle. 
Armed with these and without a scrap of a title deed, the successful 
drawers, known thenceforth as the ‘“‘Cheng Hai’s Licensees” organized 
themselves into a new fishing company and pounced on Ashmore’s 
Fishery. They established themselves on the lower end of it—that 
part lying inside of “Level Island and Island Three” which in my deed 
indicate my boundaries in that direction. Here, in spite of rem- 
onstrance they planted their fishing stakes, one after another, six 
rows in all. To each row they gave a distinctive name, as the custom 


is among fishermen. .These names, so far as I_ can learn, are Kau 
Lant % Kau Tang t Kau Li 7% 4 Gua Kau * + 
Bi-An- Tax Re and Kua Tng¥ ? #Kau-Lam or Channel 
South, is the e of the inner row and Bi-An-Toi is the name of 
the row next to the outer one in the mid channel. According to 
this the designations of the Permits represent no fixed localit hs. 
soever. ‘The names and the stakes have been adapted to each other. 
Nor was this all. Their own stakes being planted, they then 
went to the upper part of Ashmore’s Fishery and cut away the 
stakes and the nets of the men who for these several years had been 
fishing there quietly under a lease from him. The reason given for 
this last outrage was that the nets so cut away intercepted the fish 
that would otherwise come to their newly planted stakes lower down 
the stream. In connection with this act of violence the fishermen’s 
house on shore, a place also named in my deed, and which had 
been repaired by me nearly ten years before, was looted and the 
occupants were driven away. 


(4) 
Ashmore enters a Complaint. 


This was not done till personal endeavors had failed. In the early 
part of the year 1882 a complaint was laid before the then Consular 
Agent, C.C. Williams who with fair speech promised that he would 
attend to the case faithfully. The names of the principal offenders, 
chief among whom was a certain Lim-Bun-Tu Riz having been 
carefully capt aay ed were duly reported. 

There was also sent in a carefully estimated and moderate claim 
for d done to stakes, nets and hovse, amounting to only 
eighty re not “two-hundred and eighty as I have recently 
been informed the Consular Agent made it 
made known to me). 


The Case then submitted stood thus :— 


or some reason never 


Ashmore, owner of the Sun Bue Fishery Versus Inm-Bun- Tits 


and others of the village of Toa TieX 24 5Rf for trespass, asking 
reparation for and the removal of the tres 

| hus I became a Plaintiff. As such I stood ready at a moment’s 

notice to present any further documentary evidence required, to 
answer any questions and to substantiate my statements; and as 
such I did expect that my Case would receive a hearing. 


x 


og +g Foor Unjust 
procedure of the Cheng Hai Magistrate. 


My complaint wns duly sent in to the Cheng Hai magistrate. © 


He sent a dallying reply intended, as the Consular Agent 
himself said, to gain time. What he wanted to gain time for, 
soon became — _ Notice was at once sent to the men 
against whom | had complained and time was allowed them to 
get up a counter complaint. This was done and was sent in 
about a month after my own had gone in. I have never been able 
to get a sight of the paper althongh I ought surely to have 
been furnished with a copy. I can speak of its contents only from 
what others have said’who have seen it. I am told that substan- 
tially it is like this. we ¥ A] ee 

“Tau Kwang Li versus A Chow yang Secretary, 
name Lo Siu charging him with having privately sold to 
Ashmore a piece of water property belonging to the jurisdiction 
of Cheng Hai and charging Ashmore with having ten years ago 
sent a person named Tne A Lim to stop the way to the fish nets, 
alleging farther that suit was brought against Tne A Lim both 
before the Prefect and the district Magistrate and that after that 
Tne A Lim, knowing that he was in the wrong did not dare 
plant any stakes there down till now.” 

Of the contents of this false charge I shall speak by and by. 
At present, I am dealing with the history of it. As soon as this 
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complaint was received it was substituted for my own which was 
contemptuously thrown out, and not afterwards recognized. The 
Magistrate acted upon it at once, and has acted upon it ever since. 
‘He assumed the truth of everything it said or implied. The prim- 
ary and essential question of jurisdiction, he himself decided in his 
own favor. My title deeds; my tax receipts; my ten years of 
ere possession ; the four hundred years of registration, and the 

eclaration of successive Chow Yang Magistrates in my favor, were 
all set aside as circumstances of no importance in order to make 
room for the assertions of his licensees who had squatted on my 
ground a few months before, just as in former years on had squat- 
ted on the property of other people. His justification of his 
course resolves oven toorge into so ga in the troublous times of 
twenty years ago, when property rights were not respected, some 
one of his seedipbilions had pal a such vague + Ae as he 
was doing now. — 

All this was not done without some opposition. The Chow Yang 
intervened in behalf of his own rights and his own people. The 
Licensees subsequently sent in a duplicate of their complaint to him. 
The Magistrate was at the first angry with the old Secretary at 
the bare suspicion of such a thing as was laid at his door. The 
Secretary denied the charge and called for an investigation. This 
led to a complete overhauling of the books, Records and Vouchers 
of the Yamen for many long years back. The result satisfied the 
Magistrate. He thereupon vindicated his Secretary and in formal 
and explicit terms has continued to do so ever since, affirming as 
the result of his investigation that the sale to me had been ann in 
due and regular order.—He also reaffirmed and emphasized his own 
jurisdiction over the place and protested agaaist the Cheng Hai’s 
conduct as an act of new “aNags In connection with this, in the 
. early stage of the proceedings he made an effort to bring to justice 
the — Lieensees but was ultimately overborne by the 
Cheng Hai. : 

But though meeting with opposition in one direction the Cheng 
Hai and his licensees found encouragement in another where they 
never expected it. The Consular Agent C.C. Williams was found to 
be cherishing a bitter, personal Ba 2 against me. No pains were 
taken on his part to conceal it. His ill will, for a cause that can 
hereafter be stated, became matter of notoriety. In the month of 
- July 1882 my friend and associate, Mr Partridge went into the 
Consular office to speak to him officially on a matter of business 
connected with this very case. The Consular Agent turned the con- 
versation to land matters in Swatow, (adverting to something 
where he had met with disappointment) and p ed to assail me 
in language so coarse and so abusive, that after an indignant 
rebuke, Mr. Partridge abruptly left the office. The Licensees were 
soon made acquainted with all of this. They saw that something 


Own, 
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conld be made out of it. They settled in their own minds that the 
Consular Agent was more than indifferent to my case; that what 
he had done in the way of writing to the officials for me, was done 
because he could not well avoid it, and that as soon as the way 
should open for him to do so, without exposure to blame for neglect 
of official duty in the case, he would pitch it overboard and me 
along with it, and leave me to shift for myself. 

If any feeling of uncertainty on the point lingered in their minds 
it was finally removed when in compliance with a frivolous, utterly 
unsupported charge, emanating from themselves, the Consular 
Agent suggested to the Cheng Hai to arrest and severely punish 
Lim Kun Aimy principal tenant and my Compradore for the collec- 
tion of my rents, and that too without the usual courtesy of a single 
word being said to me, his employer, so likely to be injured by the 
act. 

As these discoveries were made one after another, of the Con- 
sular Agent’s hostility to me, the evil effect on the case became 
more and more marked. At the outset the parties had moved cau- 
tiously, naturally supposing that my rights might be cared for by 
the officials of my own nationality, but now they felt that caution 
was unnecessary. It was enongh for them that in the office of my 
own Consul I had been abused and derided. They came now to feel 
assured that I conld get no real help from him and that in his heart 
the Consular Agent wished for my Tewantinice and wonld not inter- 
pose to prevent it, and therefore henceforth they could carry things 
on as they pleased. _ 

So they enlarged the scope of their aim. Hitherto they had tres- 

only on the deep water fishery, now they turned their 
thoughts toward the shell fish beds in the shoal water occupied by 
other of my lessees, and studied how they might get hold of them 
also. They expanded their complaints and in addition to the name 
of Lo Siu the Yamen Secretary they made it include the name of 
Lim Kun Ai», & and a certain Koh Sia Hion The 
latter is a di ed writer of the Consular Agent. “He had a case 
of his against these same Licensees and was fighting a battle of his 
‘With him I have nothing todo. The former is my chief 
Lessee as already stated. Against him their assault was pressed with 
rigor. By reaching him the minor lessees conld be reached. When 
at length, the Consular Agent made his suggestion that this man 
be arrested and punished, it was construed into a reprobation of the 
whole of them. A systematic warfare against them was entered 
upon. They were summoned by the Cheng Hai to appear at his 
Yomi and give account of themselves for leasing of me propert 
for which ate the only title deed in existence and over whic 
his jurisdiction never had been conceded All were charged not 
to lease of me again, and were told further that no one would 
be safe from trouble who did not hold license from himself. 
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Warrants were issued and Constables invaded the property. The 
man was arrested and thrown in the Cheng Hai jail. Some fled and 
hid themselves. Others — immunity for a time by heavy 
payment of black mail. It was openly declared that they intended 
to make it so unsafe that no one would dare to occupy the place and 
I should be forced to abandon it. From that time on to this end of 
the Year 1882 the hounding of the lesses was kept up. Being unable 
on account of the opposition of the Chen Yang to get hold of some 
of these men, they appealed to the Perfect to whose authority he 
must bow. They emphasized heavily that my case had been found 
—— and had been repudiated at the Consular Agency. The 

erfect acceded to their wishes and continued the case exactly as 
presented by the Cheng Hai. On my behalf there was no one to put 
in a word.»—No one to call for fair play. The last thing ever heard 
from the Consular Agent was his note of Oct 20, wherein he advised 
the arrest of my Lin Kun Ai. From thence on through November, 
December and January neither he, nor his Clerk and dependent, Mr 
Jones, whom he had got appointed in his place, had ever sent a 
message or made an inquiry. On the 26th of Jan. 1883 I addressed 
_ Mr Jones a note asking what action he had taken since his accession 
to office. He replied, “Sir I beg to say in answer to your letter of 
inquiry relative to your Sun Bue fishery that I have heard nothing in 
relation to the matter since assuming charge of this Consular Agency, 
Yours dc (Signed).” I repeated my note saying that I was desirous 
of knowing whether he had taken any “action.” He replied, “I beg to 
inform you once more that having heard nothing whatever in regard 
to the matter I cannot possibly have taken any action, and as all the 
correspondence has been fonwarded to my superior at Canton can 

give you no farther information in the matter, Yours d&c” (Signed). 
Thus I have presented a fair outline history of the case during the 
period herein specified. If in any thing I have made a mistake I 
shall hasten to correct it. It is due to myself to say that I have 
had to follow the workings of the case at an enormous disadvan- 
tage. For whena matter of this kind is put into official hands 
the person himself loses the power of self-help. The official is 
supposed to assume the responsibility and to furnish his national 
such information as may affect his interest and require his atten - 
tion. But from the Satins Agent I learned nothing. There 
seemed to be information -for others, but there was none for me. 
Not a notification was ever sent me. What I did learn I had to 
pick up as best I could or glean from friendly Chinese who knew 
what was going on or gather from the Yamens. 


Conclusions. 


If these things are so then I submit whether the following con- 
clusions be not sound and just. 

I. It was a flagrant wrong to throw out my case in order to 
make room for another. It ought not to have been allowed without 
a protest. If it was wrong then, it is wrong now, and I have never 
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condoned it b uiescence. Issues of “jurisdiction” or irregularit 
of sale could Poa ee settled under my case as well as Sodie'a 
substituted one. If the Cheng Hai should wish to bring in a suit 
of his own afterward he of course had a perfect right to do so. But 
the prior case was entitled to the prior hearing. The Plaintiff had a 
right to a hearing as a Plaiutiff before he was gouged and squeezed 
as a Defendant. 

II. The all important question which ought first to be decided 
is that of jurisdiction. All other questions hinge on that one. If 
the Cheng Hai has no jurisdiction there then he has no right to 
say a word about title deeds or Lessees. His sending men to 
occupy that property beforé’a claim of jurisdiction is established 
is an act of official robbery for which he may justly be held 
responsible. The question of jurisdiction is confessedly one to be 
decided by Chinese officials themselves; but becanse the rights of 
an American citizen are involved and because a purpose has been 
avowed to “crowd him off” altogether, and because the evidences 
that are to guide the decision are within the reach of all; there- 
fore the progress of the inquiry is proper matter for scrutiny by 
the Consular Agent. 

Ill. After the Jurisdiction is determined then comes the question 
of the regularity of the Title deed. I took pains to have it regular. 
I believe it was regular. It could not have been given to me 
without the knowledge and consent of the Magistrate who alone 
had the right to issue it. But it is a matter which pertains to 
the Chow Yang Yamen. It is enough to say that the present 
Magistrate after an exhaustive examination has declared that the 
sale to me was regular and the evidence is on record. But suppos- 


ing for a moment that I am_ unlawfully in possession of that — 


fishery, which I deny, it must be remembered that I have been 
in possession for ten years. If now I have no right there then 
I must be dispossessed by due process of law and not be driven 
off by violence as has been the case. [ am not to be ejected 
first and my papers examined afterward. 

IV. And finally as regards my lessees and tenants. If I hold 
title deed I have a right to make a lease under it. If I have a right 
to lease, it cannot be a crime in them to occupy. A persecution of 
them kept up while the previous vital questions remain unsettled, 
is only a form of attack on the right conveyed to me in my title 
deed. -1 submit the inquiry whether I may not rightfully ask for 
them exemption from uppression for simply having leased property 
from me. 

Here then I stood at the opening of the year 1883. I had a 
a valuable possession held by a recognized title deed. Between 
the rapacity of an official and the persistent neglect of a Consular 
Agent it was being ground to pieces. What was I to do I 
determined to appeal over the heads of the Agency to the newly 
arrived Consul at Canton, Charles Seymour }., and the case 
entered on a new Stage. 
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